24th September 2009 – Issue 5: Term 3
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Key Dates for Term 3 & 4
	September

	24th
	Koromiko Trip to Motat – Rm3, Rm12, Rm10

	25th
	Koromiko Trip to Motat – Rm4, Rm11

	25th
	Last Day for Term 3 – 3.00 p.m. finish

	
	October

	12th
	First Day back for Term 4

	15th
	Y7/8 Badminton

	21st
	Y7/8 Bike Safe

	22nd
	Orchestral Trip to The Edge

	23rd
	Teacher Only Day – School closed

	26th 
	Labour Day – School closed


From the Principal’s Desk

Positive Reinforcement

In the last newsletter I wrote about the importance of using praise and encouragement with your children.  Praise and encouragement helps to build self esteem and encourages children to try.  Positive reinforcement goes hand in hand with praise and encouragement.

Positive reinforcement is something that follows a behaviour and makes a child more likely to repeat that behaviour.  Examples of positive reinforcement are: praise, a smile, a hug, spending time with a child, going on an outing or a special treat.  By giving your child positive reinforcement for certain behaviours you are teaching the child to repeat those behaviours more often.  And don’t just think of reinforcement in terms of special treats – be it extra TV or computer time or a food treat.  In fact using food as a reward may not be a good idea if we are promoting healthy eating practices.

Your attention is, in fact, often the best reward your child can get.  You are a very important person to your child and for most children a parent’s attention is a powerful reward – it’s easy to give, is healthy and costs nothing.  So make sure that when your child behaves well that you do reward them with your time.

One thing to beware of, however, is what we do with difficult children.  We find ourselves always telling them off for bad behaviour – and then when they do behave well we give a sigh of relief and ignore them!  Sound familiar?  What this means is that they are getting lots of your attention for bad behaviour and hardly any reinforcement for good behaviour.  If this is the case you need to make a real effort to ‘catch your child being good’ and praise them for that good behaviour.

Remember: you are important to your children.  Try hard to timetable in some quality time with them over the upcoming school holidays.

Kia kaha
Bruce McLachlan
Citizenship Awards
	
	Week 9

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Stefane 
	Managing Self

	2
	Fleur 
	Excellence

	3
	Joshua 
	Improvement in attitude in the classroom

	4
	Rose 
	Effort

	5
	Pearl 
	Being helpful & cooperative

	6
	Anthony 
	Being helpful & cooperative

	7
	Falemaama 
	Being helpful & cooperative

	8
	Jasmine 
	Putting effort into schoolwork

	9
	Kavana 
	Putting effort into schoolwork

	10
	Isabella  – Week 8
	Being a helpful & responsible  citizen

	10
	Shannen 
	Thinking  about our thinking

	11
	Joshua 
	Being honest

	12
	Teagan 
	Speaking pleasantly

	13
	Saige 
	Peacefulness

	14
	Hamish 
	Patience

	15
	Dylan 
	Patience

	16
	Jordana 
	Patience

	17
	Laiba 
	Patience


	
	Week 10

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Leah 
	Managing Self

	2
	Crystal 
	Helpful and reliable

	3
	Aimee 
	Taking on responsibility efficiently

	4
	Chloe 
	Effort & attitude

	5
	Crystal 
	Putting effort into schoolwork

	6
	Damien 
	Putting effort into schoolwork

	7
	Brooke 
	Putting effort into work

	8
	Kaia 
	Being helpful and co-operative

	9
	Hanvit 
	Being helpful and co-operative

	10
	Benjamin 
	Thinking about our thinking

	11
	Jordan 
	Working well with others

	12
	Shannen 
	Working independently

	13
	Jade 
	Patience

	14
	Jordan 
	Peacefulness

	15
	Isaak 
	Peacefulness

	16
	Emma 
	Peacefulness

	17
	Ashwin 
	Peacefulness


Term Four Dates:
School re-opens for Term 4 on Monday 12th October.  Last day for Term 4 will be Tuesday 15th December 2009.

Trash to fashion update
The Waitakere City Council Trash to Fashion Awards were held on the weekend of September 12th and 13th. Our girls modelled their outfits extremely well and we are thrilled to report that one of entrants from our school has won a category of the competition.

Stevie won the intermediate section of the Junkyard Super Hero category with her Warrior Queen costume. Congratulations Stevie, we are very proud of you.

School Production

The school production last week was a great success! Robin the Good, a lighted hearted twist to an old tale, proved popular with the audience and the children played to a packed house for both evening performances. 

It was good to see over 80 students ranging from Year 2 to Year 8 involved. Many teachers and parents helped in many different ways to make the show a success and we thank them on behalf of our children for their wonderful work. We hope to have a DVD of the show available soon for parents to purchase.

LOUD SHIRT DAY!
Thank you to everyone who supported Loud Shirt Day last Friday.  We raised $355.00 for The Hearing House and the Southern Cochlear Implant Paediatric Programme (SCIP).
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Storyfest
Each year Waitakere City Council organises the annual free storytelling event STORYFEST.  This year some of our Year 7 & 8 students participated in a workshop with artist Lizzie Dickie and Tanu Richardson to design part of the mural for this event.   This year’s theme is ‘Coastlines – Living At the Edge’.   Storyfest will take place on Saturday 26 September at the Kelston Community Centre and will provide entertainment and activities from 10am to 4pm.

The event has been running for 14 years and is an integral part of the Going West Books and Writers Festival.  It hosts up to 3,000 children and their families for a day of storytelling, music, performance, workshops and more. 

Free entry – all welcome.

For more information visit www.goingwest.co.nz or contact 8390400.

Thank you to everyone who contributed cakes, and supported our SPCA Cupcake fundraising.  $108.00 was raised on the day.
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School Uniform
School caps will be delivered to school during the holidays.  These will be sent to classes the first week next term.
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ASB School Banking 
A reminder that school banking is every second Friday on even weeks.  This is the same week as the newsletter comes home.  Your child can bank even a small amount.  It does not have to be a large deposit.  The aim is to make banking a regular occurrence.

Kashin Tip – Save Some, Spend Some
Try to save some money every time you get some.  If you get pocket money or a gift of money, try not to spend it all at once.
Trampoline – Good luck to Joshua from Room 3, who is off to represent Auckland, at Mystery Creek, at trampoline Nationals this weekend!

Congratulations to Richards, an ex pupil of Swanson School, who left everyone for dust in the recent Waitakere College Cross-Country.  He was the overall schoolboy champion, age group champion and year level champion.
Richard was also the Boy’s First XI outstanding player in the Linwood National Football Tournament held at Keith Hay Park, Mt Roskill from August 31st to September 4th.

Well done Richard!
The School office will be open during the school holidays on Thursday 8th October and Friday 9th October.

Pook’s Road Crossing
When crossing the Pook’s Road railway crossing please ensure your children use the proper crossing.  It has been brought to attention that some children are taking risks where they are crossing and also that some children have been walking beside the tracks.
Hearing and Vision
Technicians will be in the school 21st and 22nd October 2009.

Community News

· Bubble Dome Ltd – Learn the latest in 3D Animation and Games Design on a Bubble Dome School Holiday workshop in September.  Other courses in Web and Graphics, Digital Illustrating, Architecture, Fashion and Wearable Arts.  Ages 6 – 17 years.  Phone 6220670 or email infor@bubbledome.co.nz or visit www.bubbledome.co.nz
· Butterfly Awareness Day – Sales stall & display, Q & A, Fun & games for kids of all ages.  Come dressed as a Butterfly (Prize for the best dressed) – West Lynn Gardens, 73 Parker Ave, New Lynn – Saturday 10th October  10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.
· University of Auckland – September/October Holiday workshops; Monday – Thursday 28th Sept – 1st Oct – Painting 9.00 a.m. – 12noon, Mixed Media – 12.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.  Monday – Thursday 5th – 8th October – Painting 9.00 a.m. – 12noon, Clay 12.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. Also Term 4 Art Classes.   For a brochure or more info. Phone 6238858
· Have fun at Snow Planet these school holidays – Snowplanet, offering a winter wonderland experience just 20 minutes north of the Bridge, is a wonderful school holiday destination.  The very popular 5 – day kid’s programme comes with a 2 hour ski or snowboard group lesson each day, rental equipment, a graduation meal on the last day, a certificate of accomplishment and a huge amount of fun!  For enquiries or bookings call Snowplanet on 4270044 Ext 725 or email schools@snowplanet.co.nz.  Visit website www.snowplanet.co.nz







Swanson School Emergency Phone No.  027 237 8777
(The above number can be phoned in case of a power cut or any other emergency where we cannot be reached on our main phone number – 833 3500.)

