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Key Dates for Term 3 & 4
	September

	15th
	School Production – ‘Robin the Good’
7.00 – 8.30 p.m.

	16th
	School Production – ‘Robin the Good’

7.00 – 8.30 p.m.

	18th
	LOUD SHIRT DAY – Annual appeal of The Hearing House & Southern Cochlear Implant Paediatric Programme

	24th
	Koromiko Trip to Motat – Rm3, Rm12, Rm10

	25th
	Koromiko Trip to Motat – Rm4, Rm11

	25th
	Last Day for Term 3

	
	October

	12th
	First Day back for Term 4

	23rd
	Teacher Only Day

	26th 
	Labour Day


From the Principal’s Desk

Everybody needs praise and encouragement – especially children.  Praise and encouragement are necessary to help develop a child’s self esteem.  So what is self esteem and why is it important.

Self esteem is a feeling of self-worth, self-confidence, and self-respect.  Children who have good self esteem forgive themselves when they make mistakes – they don’t call themselves dumb.  They are able to recognise and celebrate their strengths and achievements – rather than focus on their weaknesses and put themselves down.  Healthy self esteem means liking yourself, for the most part, as you are.

When you praise a child, make sure you say the exact behaviour you are pleased with, e.g. rather than saying “Good girl.” say “Mary, I am really pleased that you got your school bag packed all by yourself.” or “James that was really nice how you spent time reading a book to your little brother.”

And don’t think that too much praise will spoil your child.  It won’t, it will just produce a positive, happy, confident child.  So remember – give lots of positive comments for good behaviour every day.  The following are good words to use with your child:

great, well done, that’s right, a really good effort, fantastic, thank you, super effort, excellent, wonderful, you are a great help, you’ve earned a big hug, I really like the way you did that, WOW, far out, awesome, clever girl, that’s tremendous, you have tried really hard, I am really pleased with you…
Kia kaha
Bruce McLachlan
Citizenship Awards
	
	Week 7

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Monica 
	Managing self

	2
	Georgia 
	Excellence

	3
	Aliyyah 
	Responsible & Helpful Attitude

	4
	Sammi 
	Excellence

	5
	Jeremy 
	Using Manners

	6
	Cody 
	Using Manners

	7
	Rachel 
	Using Manners

	8
	Stephen 
	Using Manners

	9
	Chelsea 
	Being friendly

	11
	Christopher 
	Excellence in work

	12
	Jayden 
	Consistent Effort

	13
	Alexis 
	Kindness

	14
	Daniel 
	Friendliness

	15
	Liam 
	Friendliness

	16
	Brooklyn 
	Friendliness

	17
	Hannah 
	Friendliness


	
	Week 8

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Marcus 
	Managing self

	2
	Erica 
	Excellence

	3
	Mesha 
	Independent Worker

	4
	Devlin 
	Effort

	5
	Jake 
	Being friendly

	6
	Ayla 
	Being friendly

	7
	Madison 
	Being friendly

	8
	Tatiana 
	Being friendly

	9
	Jacob 
	Using manners

	11
	Chynna 
	Being friendly

	12
	Na’or 
	Co-operation

	13
	Eli 
	Friendliness

	14
	Ricardo 
	Kindness

	15
	Patrick 
	Kindness

	16
	Amon 
	Kindness

	17
	Cassidy 
	Kindness


NEiTA National Excellence in Teaching Awards
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Our school is very proud to announce that one of our teachers, Janet Gifford-Bryan has won a National Excellence in Teaching Award.  We would like to congratulate Janet for her commitment to teaching and inspiring her students to achieve to the best of their abilities.

LOUD SHIRT DAY!
This year Swanson School will be taking part in Loud Shirt Day on Friday 18th September.  This is the day we all throw away our usual dress rules, step out in our loudest, brightest shirts and donate to deaf and hearing impaired New Zealand children.  Money raised will go to The Hearing House and the Southern Cochlear Implant Paediatric Programme (SCIP), two charities that work with deaf and hearing impaired children who have a cochlear implant or hearing aid to enable them to listen and speak.  So, all children need to do on the day is wear a bright, loud shirt and bring along a gold coin donation.  If children don’t have a bright shirt, they will be able to purchase a bright sticker to wear, with the gold coin donation.
Art Exhibition Winners
Congratulation to the following classroom winners, who were voted as their syndicate winner, for their fantastic artwork:
	Pohutukawa
	Rose– Room 6

	Nikau
	Mia – Room 16

	Koromiko
	Alyssa – Room 4

	Totara
	Talia– Room 1


The winner of ‘Guess how many Lollies in the Jar’ was Phoebe-Ray with her exact guess of 239!
Swanson School Production
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‘Robin the Good’
15th & 16th September – 7.00 – 8.30 p.m. 
Tickets can now be purchased by pre-ordering through classroom teachers.  There is a limit of 200 seats per night.  
Cost of tickets – Adults tickets $5.00 each and Children under 14 years $2.00 each.
    Any old make-up which the cast could use, and you no longer require, would be appreciated 
Trash to Fashion 
Each year the Waitakere City Council hosts School’s Trash to Fashion Awards.  These awards are all about Reducing, Reusing and Recycling our planet’s resources.  This year we have five entries through to the finals.  All garments are constructed of recycled, reused or environmentally friendly products.
Fashion parades will be held this weekend 12th and 13th September at Corbans Art Centre.  Tickets from www.iticket.co.nz
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Good luck girls!
Maori Education Trust
The Maori Education Trust is offering scholarships to all students of Maori descent enrolled at a New Zealand secondary school in 2010.  Scholarships are available to assist Year 9 Maori students, for instance, with the purchase of school uniform or textbooks.  Application forms are available from www.maorieducation.org.nz from late October / early November.  Applicants will also be able to apply online at http://scholarships.maorieducation.org.nz at this time.  Those who wish to obtain a hard copy of the application form can (04) 4998041.
Swanson School Musical Theatre Group

Pirate and Jungle Time Performance – Swanson School Hall, 7.00 p.m. Friday 18th September.

Gold Coin Donation or more.
Massey High School
Enrolments – 2010
In-Zone enrolments for Year 9 – Please phone 8310500 Ext 526 for an appointment or attend enrolment evening on Monday 21st September between 4pm and 8pm.  You must bring your child/birth certificate of passport for them/proof of address.


ASB School Banking 
A reminder that school banking is every second Friday on even weeks.  This is the same week as the newsletter comes home.  Your child can bank even a small amount.  It does not have to be a large deposit.  The aim is to make banking a regular occurrence.
Safety NZ Week

Visit www.homesafety.co.nz to find out lots of great ideas to help you to reduce the chance of being injured at home.
YMCA

The YMCA runs a School Holiday Programme which is suitable for children aged 5 – 15 years. Approved by CYFS, and WINZ subsides are available.  For more information phone YMCA Massey Leisure Centre on 8338100 or enrol online at www.nzymca.com
Planting Day

PTS Community Planting Day. Neil the eel man will be there, 

Waicare will be looking at what's living in the water. Live music, art activities and a great BBQ. All you need to bring is your gumboots - Sunday 13th September, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Parklands Ave, Swanson

Netball
The Year 7/8 Wednesday Netball season is finally over, no more rainy evening for the teachers and many supporters!  Our two teams have done extremely well. The Buzz team fought hard in their last game, they headed into extra time with a draw but unfortunately lost by 1 point. The Sevens team won their game 14 – 2 after an impressive performance. They played their final and sadly they lost. This still means that they came second in their grade. Congratulations girls! They received a medal and certificate each as well as a sneaky chocolate bar from the teachers.  At our school prize giving, Janaya (Rm 2) was awarded Most Improved player from the Sevens team, and Amelia (Rm 1) was the Most Improved player from the Buzz team.  Special thanks to the parents and coaches who organised the prize giving and shared lunch. 

PTA News
A big thank you to the families and members of the PTA who donated cakes for the Art Exhibition stall.  Special thanks to the families of Ashley and Nishan.  We trust you enjoyed viewing the great art works.

Entertainment books have sold out. Thanks to all who purchased a book.

We made a profit of $260 for the school.  Remember to use them; they won’t save you money sitting in a drawer at home!







Swanson School Emergency Phone No.  027 237 8777
(The above number can be phoned in case of a power cut or any other emergency where we cannot be reached on our main phone number – 833 3500.)

