13th August 2009 – Issue 2: Term 3
Week 4 of 10

[image: image1.jpg]




Key Dates for Term 3
	August

	18
	Nikau Museum Trip

	21
	Y5/6 Auckland Rugby visit

	24
	Y7/8 Auckland Rugby visit

	25
	Y5/6 Sports Field Day

	26
	Art Exhibition

	27
	Art Exhibition

	
	Y7/8 Cross Country


From the Principal’s Desk
Have you ever marvelled (or wrung your hands!) at how different your children are from each other?  According to Martin Van der Kley, (author of several practical handbooks for teachers on managing behaviour), this is as a result of a number of factors: the different combination of genes they inherit; the experiences they have before, during and just after birth; and the different experiences they have, even within the same family.

These are the ways in which children differ that affects their behaviour.

	
	
	* At Risk *

	Passive
	How active they are
	Very active
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Signs and symptoms




	
	

	Placid, calm
	What temperament they have
	Anxious, unsettled
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	Compliant, easily managed
	What type of personality
	Strong willed, stubborn
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	Cope with change easily and learn new behaviour patterns easily
	Adaptability/flexibility
	Don’t cope with change well and don’t learn new behaviour patterns easily

	[image: image5.jpg]



	
	


Children who tend to be very active, unsettled and strong willed are much harder work for parents, are more likely to develop behaviour problems and need more consistent management from parents.  About one quarter of children are quite difficult to raise because of their behaviour.

Knowing this doesn’t change the fact that they are difficult to raise, but it does help to make us, as parents, realise that we need a more consistent style of parenting with these children.
Kia kaha, 
Bruce McLachlan
Teacher Only Day

On Friday 23rd October 09 there will be a Teacher Only Day – a day granted by the Ministry of Education to help prepare for the implementation of the new curriculum.
Citizenship Awards
	
	Week 3

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Joshua 
	Creative thinking

	4
	Hannah 
	Attitude

	5
	Alex 
	Expressing your feelings and needs

	6
	Caitlyn 
	Taking turns and sharing

	7
	Jemma 
	Taking turns and sharing

	8
	Sharn 
	Taking turns and sharing

	9
	Simon 
	Taking turns and sharing

	10
	Mackenzie 
	Open to new learning

	11
	Ric 
	Respect

	13
	Aimee 
	Caring

	14
	Caitlin 
	Caring

	15
	Mihi 
	Caring

	17
	Curtis 
	Caring for others


	
	Week 4

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Raukawa 
	Excellence

	4
	Scarlett
	Commitment

	5
	Jacob 
	Taking turns and sharing

	6
	Connor 
	Expressing feelings and needs

	7
	Carlos 
	Expressing needs and feelings

	8
	Fraeya 
	Expressing feelings and needs

	9
	Storm 
	Expressing your feelings and needs

	10
	Sang 
	Open to new learning

	11
	Aabidah 
	Being helpful and co-operative

	13
	Kiana 
	Consideration

	14
	Michael 
	Consideration

	15
	Zac 
	Consideration

	17
	Hemi 
	Showing consideration for others


Art Exhibition 
Right throughout the school at the moment everyone is gearing up for our annual Art Exhibition.  

Children’s work will be on display in the hall and can be viewed at the following times:
Wednesday 26th August – 3.00 – 4.00 p.m. and 5.30 – 7.00 p.m.
Thursday 27th August – 3.00 – 4.00 p.m.  and 5.30 – 7.00 p.m.

Parents are able to pre-buy their child’s artwork before the exhibition begins.  Just send $5 along to school in an envelope with your child’s name and room number, and hand it in to classroom teachers.  Once the exhibition begins, artwork may be purchased by anyone.

Come along and bring a coin to vote for your favourite class finalist.
Speeches
Another great speech competition was held last week for the Year 5-8 syndicates.  Congratulations again to all of the finalists who made it into the competition.  The judges said the standard of the speeches was high and they had a difficult task deciding on the winners!  The results are as follows:
	Y5
	1st
	Samantha 

	
	2nd
	Jacob 

	
	3rd
	Erin / Aylar 

	Y6
	1st
	Paras 

	
	2nd
	Wednesday 

	
	3rd
	Ollie / Nikki 

	Y7
	1st
	Firas 

	
	2nd
	Monica 

	
	3rd
	Amelia 

	Y8
	1st 
	Erica 

	
	2nd
	Maia 

	
	3rd
	Mitchell 


Twin Stream Mural Opening

Each year Waitakere City Council Twin Streams project sponsors school children painting a mural to promote the protection and sustainability of our local waterways.  This year Swanson School was selected in a joint venture with St Dominic’s College.  With the help of local artist Mandy Padmore, our students designed a mural depicting the ‘do’s and the don’ts’ to maintain healthy stream.  Forty three of our students were involved in the painting of the mural.  This Wednesday we had a special assembly to celebrate its completion and we were fortunate enough to have 
Rewi Spraggon, representing the Tangata Whenua, unveil and bless the mural.  The mural is situated on the back walls of the school library brightening up the entrance to the school and where all can enjoy it.
Telethon Fundraising

Six girls from Koromiko Syndicate, Dana, Erin, Isabella, Eileen, Deb and Glory organised and baked for, a cake and sweet stall to fundraise for ‘The Big Night In’ telethon. Other students that helped by baking were Joshua R.17, Reece R.9, Paul R.3, Conan R.16, Campbell R.13, Liam R.16 and Dominic R.6. They raised $120 dollars. Mr Butterworth took two of the girls into the telethon studio to deliver their contribution. Well done these people for their community mindedness and representing the school.


Intermediate School Chess Championship

Four of our year 7 boys, Jason, Neethan, Daniel and Firas represented our school in the West Auckland Intermediate Chess Championship held at the Kelston Community Centre last Thursday. The boys have been practising  for several months and were rewarded with an enjoyable day of competition and a placing in the middle of the field. Many thanks to Mrs Logan for organising the team and to Mr Al- Nuhaisen and Miss Muniff for supporting the team on the day. 

Honour an Outstanding Teacher
Reminder that nominations close – 31st August 2009

This week is Library Week

Influenza A (H1N1) Swine Flu
Be prepared.  If your children have flu symptoms please keep them at home until essentially well, that is not sneezing and coughing, as this is how the virus spreads.  This is usually around three or four days after symptoms start, but coughing may last up to two or three weeks.

Practise the basic rules to reduce the risk of infection:

1. Cover coughs and sneezes

2. Wash hands with soap and water, and dry thoroughly

3. If you are sick, stay away from work and school

If your children are sick and you are unsure if it is flu or not you should phone Healthline on 0800611116 or your doctor.

Symptoms of influenza include:

· Fever and chills

· Headache and a sore throat 
· A sore chest

· Coughing or sneezing

· Body aches and pains

· Extreme tiredness

For more information  go to www.moh.govt.nz
Swanson School Production

Robin the Good
15th & 16th September – Please put in your diary!
We have started sewing the costumes for the production.  However, we still need lots of fabric for our soldiers, villagers and Robin’s band!  We would also appreciate the donation of any long dresses for our ladies and nobles.
Henderson High School

Did you miss the first time? Do you want to see more?  
Henderson High is holding an “Encore” Open Evening – Wednesday 19th August 4.00 – 6.00 p.m.

Enrolments for 2010 can also be done on this evening 

         from 4.00 – 7.00 p.m.  Out of Zone enrolments are         also being taken
For appointments at other times, phone Glen Tyler 8389085 Ext 721 or email gtyler@hhs.school.nz
Massey High School
Out of Zone Enrolments

Enrolment packs available from school office 

phone 8310500 Ext 526

Applications close Friday 4th September

Ballot date – Monday 14th September


Swanson School Emergency Phone No.  027 237 8777
(The above number can be phoned in case of a power cut or any other emergency where we cannot be reached on our main phone number – 833 3500.)

