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Key Dates
	March

	
	25th
	Board of Trustees meeting (7.00pm in staffroom)

	
	26th
	Pohutukawa Pre Visit

	
	30th
	Koromiko Fund Raising Gala

	
	31st
	Pohutukawa Dance Exhibition

	April

	
	1st
	LAST DAY Term 1

	
	19th
	FIRST DAY BACK Term 2


	From the Principal’s Desk

As the end of term approaches I thought I would share with you an extract from an inspiring poem about living our lives simply and kindly: All I Really Need To Know, I Learned In Kindergarten by Robert Fulghum
All I really need to know about how to live and what to do and how to be I learned in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in the sand pile at school.

These are the things I learned: 

· Share everything. 

· Play fair. 

· Don't hit people. 

· Put things back where you found them. 

· Clean up your own mess. 

· Don't take things that aren't yours. 

· Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody. 

· Wash your hands before you eat. 

· Flush. 

· Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 

· Live a balanced life - learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work every day some. 

· Take a nap every afternoon. 

· When you go out in the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands and stick together. 

· Be aware of wonder. Remember the little seed in the Styrofoam cup: the roots go down and the plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, but we are all like that. 

· Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little seed in the Styrofoam cup - they all die. So do we. 

· And then remember the Dick-and-Jane books and the first word you learned - the biggest word of all - LOOK. 

Everything you need to know is in there somewhere. The Golden Rule and love and basic sanitation. Ecology and politics and equality and sane living.

Take any one of those items and extrapolate it into sophisticated adult terms and apply it to your family life or your work or government or your world and it holds true and clear and firm. Think what a better world it would be if we all - the whole world - had cookies and milk at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon and then lay down with our blankies for a nap. Or if all governments had as a basic policy to always put things back where they found them and to clean up their own mess.

And it is still true; no matter how old you are, when you go out in the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together.

Kia kaha
Bruce McLachlan
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Paid Union Meeting – Monday 3rd May

 We have been advised by NZEI that the new date for the Primary Teacher’s paid Union Meeting, which was to have been held Thursday 18th March, will now be held Monday 3rd May. The Board of Trustees  has a responsibility to provide an opportunity for the staff to attend this meeting. To support the board in this, parents are asked to pick up their children from school early, at 2 p.m.  More details will be sent home at the beginning of next term.


Koromiko Gala Afternoon – Tuesday 30 March – 2-4pm

Come along to our fantastic gala afternoon and help us to raise funds for our camp.  There will be all sorts of bric-a-brac, games, pony rides, candy floss, cake stall, toys and a whole lot more.  If you have anything to donate please see Mr Woolrich in Room 11 or if you are able to help on the afternoon please see any of the Koromiko teachers
Art Exhibition
Thank you to all the parents who came along to our Annual Art Exhibition and purchased their children’s art work. Well done to the class finalists!  

Swanson School would like to wish Mr Crickmer, who is retiring as Principal of Bruce McLaren Intermediate, all the best in his retirement.

	


SPORTS NEWS FROM SWANSON

by Pravin Maharaj – Sports Coordinator

We are promoting the learning of motor and movement skills daily at school, and the teachers are doing an excellent job.

Obviously the support of the parents, caregivers and the community is instrumental in creating a vibrant PE and Sports programme at the school.  

The school has participated in the following codes of Sport recently:

1.  Softball 
a. Norwest year 7/8 for boys and girls – although we were not victorious in the competition, our teams played with great enthusiasm and showed huge potential. We thank all the parents who transported the students to the venue. Special thanks to Rogere (Raukawa’s mum) for all the coaching at school and preparing the boys for the event.

b. Henderson year 5/6 for boys and girls – a mix up in communication between the organizing school and Swanson school resulted in our school not being included in the draws. This was very upsetting as our students have done so much training for the event. 

2.  Swimming –  

a. Henderson Cluster Swimming for year 5/6 for boys and girls –This event was a team effort. We sent three girls (Hosanna ; Sylvia  and Sammi ) as representatives for the school to this event. They participated enthusiastically and tried their best. We sincerely thank Leanne Reilly for transporting and supervising our students at the venue.

b. Norwest Swimming year 7/8 for boys and girls – Swanson School sent five swimmers (Emma ; Georgia ; Amelia ; Monica and Neetheam ) to this event on Thursday, 18th March to the Parakai Pools. Neetheam , from Room 3 did us proud by finishing in second place in two final events. He will also be representing Swanson School in the Auckland Championships on Thursday 25th March at Diocesan School.  Sincere thanks to Tony Haggerty for his transport and supervision of our swimmers.

c.  Touch – Ivan Pomare (Touch Auckland Coach) comes to Swanson School every Tuesday to coach students who are interested in Touch. We had a huge group of students in the past two weeks. He comes with great expertise and his coaching is highly effective. 

We have a host of sports (touch, rugby, volleyball, cross country, athletics.. just some) lined up for the rest of the year and we will commence training and coaching accordingly. Students need to know that to have a place in representative teams, they need to have a positive attitude and be committed to all the coaching and training offered at school.

Please offer any support and assistance to ensure that Swanson School will become effective competitors in all future interschool events.
Congratulations
Tyler  has recently competed in the Horse of the Year competition. Her team won the competition in her group.
Paperplus  
Congratulations to the Kain family who were the lucky winners of the Back to School competition. They won a full cash refund of their stationery purchases at Paper Plus.   
Citizenship Awards
	
	Week 1

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Emma 
	Effort

	3
	Firas 
	Independent & self motivated worker

	4
	Leanne 
	Effort

	5
	I’arna 
	Being Friendly

	6
	Sarah 
	Being Friendly

	7
	Samuel 
	Being Helpful & co-operative

	8
	Kavana 
	Accepting consequences

	10
	Shanelle 
	Responsibility

	12
	Lee 
	Working Independently

	13
	Jacob 
	Putting effort into work

	14
	Quentin 
	Accepting consequences

	15
	Hemi 
	Accepting consequences

	16
	Chantelle 
	Co-operation

	17
	Sharn 
	Accepting consequences

	
	Week 2

	Rm
	Name
	Skill

	1
	Alyssa 
	Being helpful & responsible

	3
	Monica 
	Independent & Self Motivated worker

	4
	Mitchell 
	Effort

	5
	Jack 
	Being Helpful & co-operative

	6
	Lorenzo 
	Being Helpful & co-operative

	7
	Caitlyn 
	Effort into Work

	8
	Jessica 
	Co-operation

	10
	Benjamin 
	Responsibility

	12
	Lyric 
	Putting effort into work

	13
	Liam 
	Completing tasks with improved presentation

	14
	Alex 
	Co-operation

	15
	Michael 
	Co-operation

	16
	Phoenix 
	Following class rules

	17
	Jake 
	Co-operation



Soap Box Derby

On March 21st Swanson Derby team took part in racing at Westgate.

David, Taigon, Daniel and Dylan all drove well on the day. They were supported by the pit crew; Trent, Alexander & Brodin. 

With a new sponsor, Future Cuisine, Swanson cart was nominated for ‘Best Looking Car’. The paint job done by Redwood Panel & Paint was flawless with the signage making the car look fantastic.

Dylan was awarded ‘best control after a crash’.

The car had done its job for the day but ended up sacrificing its axel. 

Special thanks go to Donna Kettlewell for all the transportation over the last week.  We appreciate the support of the parents on the day. Thanks to Chris Harrison for the technical knowledge in between races.

 Swanson School team was proud to drive the ‘muscle car’ on the day. We look forward to carrying this on next year.
NSW Test
REMINDER : NSW Testing forms and money needs to be returned to Room 3 (Mrs. Thomson) by Thursday 22nd April (1st week back from holidays)

Saturday Netball

All fees are now due for Saturday Netball. I will be sending out a reminder notice shortly.

Coaches and practice times are as follows:

Year 1 and 2 - Monday 3 – 3.30 pm Coach : Melanie Phillips

Year 3 – Tuesday 3 – 4pm Coach: Trisha Antunovich

Year 4   - Monday 3 – 4pm Coach: Maria Shannon

Year 5 and 6 – Monday 3 -4 pm Coach: Maria Shannon

Year 7 and 8 Monday 3 -4 Coach: Samantha Ethell
Viv Adam
Holiday Programmes for April School Holidays

Don’t miss the excitement of our school holiday activities. We provide a stimulating, fun and safe programme for children 5 to 14 years. Activities and outings include: robotics with LEGO, a Tip-Top factory visit, a Tiritiri Island wildlife tour, pizza-making and much more. 
Weekdays from 6-16 April.

Only weeks to go – book early.

Call Parnell Trust 379 2095 x9724, email pfc@parnell.org.nz or visit www.parnell.org.nz
The Kids Art Festival
A FREE event for the whole family.

Free hands-on arts workshops for children, art exhibitions, food stalls and live performances. 

Saturday 8th May, 10 am – 4 pm, rain or shine. 

At the Corban Estate Arts Centre in Henderson.

www.ceac.org.nz or ph 838 4455

SNOWPLANET
Have fun at Snowplanet these April Holidays!

Snowplanet, offering a Winter Wonderland experience just 20 mins north of the Bridge, is a wonderful school holiday destination. The very popular kids school holiday programmes comes with a 2 hour ski or snowboard group lesson (beginners to advanced) each day, rental equipment, a graduation meal on the last day, a snow academy achievement booklet and a huge amount of fun!

For enquiries or bookings contact Snowplanet on 09 427 0044 extension 725 or email groups@snowplanet.co.nz  Visit Snowplanet’s website  www.snowplanet.co.nz   
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Multi-Sport | $150.00* 9:00am-4:15pm

An opportunity to try out an array of sports in a fun environment.

* AFL Kiwikick * Indoor Soccer * Basketball

« Badminton * Touch Rugby « Handball

* Volleyball * Table Tennis * Lacrosse

* Indoor Netball * BloKarts (all sports subject to availability)

Netball | s$90.00*

Our netball programme promotes learning new skills, upskilling,
extending existing skills in a fun & energetic learning environment.
Yrs 1-4, 9:00am-12:00pm | Yrs 5-9, 1:00pm-4:00pm

Cheerleading | $90.00*
A fun and organised programme for beginner & intermediate
cheerleaders. Yrs 1-4, 1:00pm - 4:00pm | Yrs 5-9, 9:00am-12:00pm

Programmes run both weeks 6-8" April
12-14"™ April. *per programme per student

Register online or for more information
contact Trish O’Brien-Wilcox 570 0030 ext 204

www.aucklandnetball.co.nz
AMI Netball Centre Auckland Netball
7 Allison Ferguson Drive, St Johns, Auckland

AUCKLAND
NETBALL






April 2010 - SCHOOL HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE

Do you love animals? Want to know more about your favourite pets? Would you like to learn how to care for animals?

Are you thinking of working with animals when you grow up?
Join the Auckland SPCA during the April school holidays to learn about your favourite animals.
Wednesday 7th April; Monday 12th April & Wednesday 14th April.
Bookings Essential:

Cost per session: $30 per child

Earlybird price available*
Minimum number of children per session 8**

Maximum number of children per session 15

To make a booking, contact:

Kathy Turner, (09) 256 7300 x 827,

Venue:

Auckland SPCA

Education and

Conference Centre

50 Westney Road,

Board Elections – 7th May 2010


This year we will be holding our triennial Board of Trustees elections. Nomination forms will be posted out to all eligible voters tomorrow Friday 26th March.


Nominations close noon 23rd April .









Swanson School Emergency Phone No.  027 237 8777
(The above number can be phoned in case of a power cut or any other emergency where we cannot be reached on our main phone number – 833 3500.)

